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formed regular stearic candles, moulded by the hand, which
only wanted whiteness and polish. They would not doubt-
less have the advantage of the wicks which are impregnated
with boracic acid, and which vitrify as they burn and are
entirely consumed, but Cyrus Harding having manufactured
a beautiful pair of snuffers, these candles would be greatly
appreciated during the long evenings in Granite House.
During this month there was no want of work in the
interior of their new dwelling. The joiners had plenty to
do. They improved their tools, which were very rough,
and added others also.
Scissors were made among other things, and the settlers
were at last able to cut their hair, and also to shave, or at
least trim their beards. Herbert had none, Neb but little,
but their companions were bristling in a way which justified
the making of the said scissors.
The manufacture of a hand-saw cost infinite trouble, but
at last an instrument was obtained which, when vigorously
handled, could divide the ligneous fibres of the wood.
They then made tables, seats, cupboards, to furnish the
principal rooms, and bedsteads, of which all the bedding
consisted of grass mattrasses. The kitchen, with its
shelves, on which rested the cooking utensils, its brick
stove, looked very well, and Neb worked away there as
earnestly as if he was in a chemist's laboratory.
But the joiners had soon to be replaced by carpenters*